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2009EDITORIALCalendar
80th Anniversary

The engineering profession
April  9th ISSUE

The late 1800s were not the good old days when it came to railroad 
bridges: many of them collapsed, frequently resulting in loss 
of human life. Often they were designed and constructed by 

individuals who had no real qualifications to do so. Public outcry 
eventually required engineers to pass an exam as part of a formal 

registration procedure. Engineering as a profession sprang from these 
meager beginnings. In our 80th anniversary coverage of the engineering 

profession, we examine how engineering education has progressed 
from a few informal principles passed down like folklore to today’s 

structured multidisciplined approach, to what is in store 
for training tomorrow’s engineers.

The march of technique & technology
September 10th ISSUE

Engineers today must take an organized approach to design.
In our 80th anniversary coverage of engineering techniques, we 

will review how engineering practices and procedures have changed 
through the years and evolved into the organizational 

methods now used to devise highly reliable products in 
a minimum amount of time.
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